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Lehigh Acres Planning 

 How Did We Get Here? 
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The Promise… 

• Lehigh Development Corp 1954 
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The Promise… 

• Model Homes 
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Promise Broken… 

• Foreclosures & Housing Crash  
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Lehigh Acres Grows… 

• 1949-54 – Lehigh Development Corp: The Plat 
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Lehigh Acres Grows… 

• 1959 – First Development 
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Lehigh Acres Grows… 

• 1969 – 4,394 Population 
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Lehigh Acres Grows… 

• 1979 – 9,604 Population 
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Lehigh Acres Grows… 

• 1989 – 13,611 Population 
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Lehigh Acres Grows… 

• 1999 – 33,430 Population 
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Lehigh Acres Grows… 

• 2009 – 86,784 Population 
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Lehigh Acres Plans 

 Legal Parameters… 

• 1954: Lehigh Acre Plat 

• 1971: Subdivision & Platting Assurance Agreement 

• 1988: Stipulation & Settlement Agreement 

• 1992: SSA-Concurrency Vesting Agreement 

 

 

 

 

 

1992: Concurrency Vesting Map 

1971: SPAA Map 
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Lehigh Acres Plans… 

County-wide Planning 

• 1962: Zoning Map 

• 1984: Lee Plan 

• 2000s: LRTP  

• 2011: New Horizon Vision 

• Current: Lee Plan Update 

 

 

 

 

 

LRTP 
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Lehigh Acres Plans… 

 Planning Studies & Advocacy 

• 1996: Commercial Land Use Study 

• 2000: Caloosahatchee Water Management Plan 

• 2004: Lehigh Acres Population Growth Model 

• 2004: Lehigh Acres Community Planning Corporation 

• 2006: Lehigh Acres Comprehensive Planning Study 

• 2010: Lehigh Acres Community Working Group  
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Lehigh Acres Plans… 

 Community Plan Implementation 

• 1993-2000 : CRA 

• 2010: Lee Plan Goal 32 

• 2011: General Community-wide LDC 

• 2013: Central Lehigh Acres Mixed-Use Centers  

• Current:  Mixed-Use Design & Planning Study 

 

 

 

 

 

CRA MAP 

Regulating Plan 
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Lehigh Acres Plans… 

Legacy 

• Size: 

• 18,000 acres / 96 square miles 

• Platted Parcels:  

• ~ 125,000  

• ~ 123,000 Residential 

• ¼ acre lots 

• ½ acre lots 

• ~ 2,000 Other 

• Population: 

• Current: 86,784 

•  Build out: 350,000 

• Land Use Categories: 

• Urban Community – 70%  

• 1 – 6 du/a 

• Up to 10 du/a 

• Central Urban 

• 4 – 10 du/a 

• Up to 15 du/a 

• Intensive 

• 8 – 14 du/a 

• Up to 22 du/a 

 

 

 

1971: SPAA Map 

Summary of Agreements 



Lehigh Acres Planning 

 Updating the Plan 
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Lehigh Acres Plans… 

Planning Process 
 

• Community Plan 
– Vision 
– Conditions /Needs 

 

• Goal 32 
– Future Direction 
– Planning principles 

 

• LDC 
– Standards 

– Rules  
 

LEE PLAN   

LDCs 

Code  
Enforcement 
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Lehigh Acres Plans… 

Key Moved 

• Community meeting requirements 

• Communities common goal 
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Lehigh Acres Plans… 

Key Deletions 

• Tier policies & map 

• Site location standards 

 
 

Existing Land Uses 
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Lehigh Acres Plans… 

Key Additions/ Changes 

• Mixed-Use Practices 

• Land Use 

• Transportation 

• Parks 

• CIP 

•  Urban Practices 

• Densities 

• Incentives 
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Lehigh Acres Plans… 

Key Modifications 

• Land Use Classifications 

• Based on the plat & nodal plan 

• Dominant – Suburban 

• Nodes – Urban 

 

 

• Urban Community 

• 1 – 6 du/a, Up to 10 du/a 

• Central Urban 

• 4 – 10 du/a, Up to 15 du/a 

• Suburban 2  

• 0 – 2 du/a 

• Suburban 4 

• 0 – 4 du/a 

• Suburban 6 

• 0 – 6 du/a, Up to 10 du/a 

• Urban Places 

• 8- 18 du/a, Up to 25 du/a 

• Urban Core 

• 15 – 25 du/a, Up to 40 du/a 
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Lehigh Acres Plans… 

Revised Map Discussion 
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Next Meeting 
East County Library 

Topic: Draft 1 
Design & Planning Study 

9:30 am – 11:30 am 
August 3 or 10 



P
la

n
n

in
g

 i
n

 L
eh

ig
h

 A
cr

es
 

 
U

p
d

at
in

g
 t

h
e 

P
la

n
 

 

 

Lehigh Acres Planning… 

Staff Contacts 

 
 

• Kathie Ebaugh, AICP 
– Kebaugh@leegov.com 
– 239.533.8313 
 

• Matt Noble, AICP  
– Mnoble@leegov.com 
– 239.533.8548 
 

• Tony Palermo, AICP 
– Apalermo@leegov.com 
– 239.533.8325 

 

 


